is on the Vol. 4

Welcometo the voice of the past, present and future of thelSBahd Table Tennis Club. In this
issue we have a story from a former club member. S8etid Junior and 3-times doubles National
Champion, Dr. John Kromkowski is an author and historé is a professor at Catholic University, a
dean for the College of Arts & Sciences and serveth@aundergraduate program coordinator for the
Department of Politics. He also is the current presidégnthe National Center for Urban and Ethnic
Affairs. Dr. Kromkowski has written and edited various mations in the field of urban and ethnic
politics, including his award-winning study, Juvenile Criared Neighborhood Deteriorization. John is
also the author of Race & Ethnic Relations, an amhnpablished collection of articles from the best of
the public press. Race & Ethnic Relations is curremtlyts fifteenth edition and is published by McGraw-
Hill/Dushkin. To follow is John’s story of his times a junior table tennis player in the South Bend TTC.

Thank you for asking about my recollections and reflectionshenSouth Bend Table Tennis
Club. 1 was delighted as you so kindly brought me up to date dimubast recent years of the
club, its various locations, the revival and renewal of gianship level TT in South Bend. The
simple sounds of names that were so very important to me timan fifty years ago reminded me
that John Varga’s boys and girls and juniors and junior misseskigmome seniors and veterans.
So it goes!!

The record of national championships amassed by thisobataders that were vigorously
nurtured by John Varga is indeed remarkable for the smalilaitySlouth Bend. Though | stopped
playing TT more than forty years ago (except for matchigs aur children and grandchildren)
and left South Bend thirty years ago, SB will always bedh& my grandparents immigrated to
and the town my parents lived and died in and the place from whidielly received the gift of
roots in the neighborhood community my parents were deeplyattdo. This rootedness is
important to me, but even more significant is the support mgnps provided for my explorations
into the wider world of that small town as well as thenew&ler range of experiences in many
Midwestern and eastern cities that playing TT opened to rheselexplorations began as |
ventured alone “downtown on the bus” at age 11 to the YMCA witdiseovered TT. Even
though I had played in my neighborhood and thought | was quite goddfimy knew and told me about another level of Table Tennis. My
parents encouraged me and they enabled me to grow the wings teeeldaldenge my neighborhood roots. Thus the experiences of the
YMCA, South Bend Table Tennis Club and travel to tournaments weven into the texture of places and people that would become
formative of my world view and shape the directions of ifiey |

What participation in TT culture provided was a unique fund of reskzarned and access to sport metaphors, jargon and similestld
never become well known and cliché (how many people know tolialk #able tennis). Being at the SBTTC provided important aedtdir
ways of learning and then understanding an array of persons tteatithexly different from my neighborhood. Their proximity,ithearieties
of ages, ethnicities, religions, characteristics, idiosgsies, levels of education and professionalization, ogonpand unemployment were
a rush of pluralism that became even more diverse as | begdéay in tournaments outside of South Bend.

All of this variety in the contexts of a common actiguiaying table tennis and being part of an association wadrsaiay
devotion/addiction to T¥ this marginal, ignored and neglected dimension of athletia$ésippAmerica, which was miscast as not very
athletic and renamed by the commercial culture and a namealmested --- ping pong. Moreover the club enabled me to expefieatia
the difference between neighborhood compact cultures and theadigty framed by a citywide institution such as the YMCAtaedvorld
service mission of the Y. The Y was also an institutioa @ériety of associations and activities staffedHerrmost part by volunteers. Such
experiences of voluntary service, self-help and participatioarbe yet other experiences of diversity in community omeonities of
diversity. | was entirely inoculated and playfully and happilyppred for some serious work on various types of pathologic#hization,
isolation and the limits of individualism, as well as leagnihe personal impacts of political nightmares of tHe@mtury firm first- hand
accounts of refugees and the stories of the rise of dishdpothat peppered the TT world. But in this context | alsenézhthe therapies of



hope and determination and to overcome suffering through the ababof pluralism, diversity and tolerance and competitionraost
importantly the humbling recognition, especially for a sguat ts largely individualistic with all due respect to mytpars in three national
championships, Charlene Krizman, Forest Milbourn and Paul Koch&inewsat even to become great in doubles requires more thad a goo
partner. We all really needed and had a healthy club. To bexoagonal-class player requires a great club and for seemyt years we
indeed had a great club.

Our club had its Tuesday- night round- robins, a monthly handicap robimdwih a point spreads of 19 points from A++ to D- -, leagues
and teams, local tournaments, practice sessions, a chatleagkand a Varga rule that was mandated for some of ugiuldigquired that
we play weaker players before playing someone of equal gtrengetter.

Our club had its clear benchmarks of quality and competetioy qualitative measures were certain you were one-siayaunicould beat
Bill Hoyt, you could not become a three star until you coulst Benold Smith and you were a four star until you beat JasteFor when
John Varga said so--- after winning a national championshipatimige]VB. The latter victory was always at your owrilfme perversely
your interest in hearing rare Hungarian words and hissing, tilnating invoked powers without words, which could erupt on the rare
occasion of a junior beating the coach.

Other example of what made TT in SB great was spending Samataing with the youngest “walk-ins” to the+Your club’s talent poot

and providing each of these 7-10 year olds with at least fimates of instruction at each table. They learned how to hp&tidle, address
the table and shift the positions to hit a forehand and backhand eours¢, to serve, legally. Our club sponsored the US Operuand o
parents and all club members volunteered their time and talemtneare unstintingly than their ongoing support for the us and the spo

We were so engaged in TT and with the many members and imtitéxtunder disciplined and demanding eagle eyes of JVB the club was
community of characters, some were deeply involved otheaad out of the game and club. Many of us and | am sure learnédaimoit
ourselves and others as we played and practiced. | cedaindiyring my decade of serious attention and participation icultire of the
SBTTC. At bottom | learned what the achievement of eseé#l in any field would takgour personal abilities, attentiveness and
determination and the help of an entire community interestecpecation and competition related to excellence in this activhe

SBTTC naturally cultivated friendships in the context of anmimgdion committed to athletic activity. Some portiomof being resonates
when memories and reflections of those times and persons urexkpesit to remind me TT is quite a game and that our clubogwis a
launching pad. | am grateful for being part of its membershépfor the awesome variety TT culture open my life &mlgrateful for the
new vistas presented by vibrant clubs in various cities ahitlevest and east that | came to know. The virtues of catigmeand

cooperation and the power of voluntary associations in Aaremere present in microcosm in the support we had and the pledsur
playing and winning that depended on your preparation and the good thié members that helped you to become more able you believed
you could be. It's time to praise the club members that madkampions. Thank you all for being exactly the way you were.

John Kromkowski, Ph, D.
Professor Politics
President, The National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs

. Want toWina new 2050 digital Newgy Robot?{flace -

value $800http://www.newgy.com/p-185-robo-pong-2050.agpSouth Bend yearly club
membership, (¥ place -value $200) or a two hour table tennis lesson with Coachii&ém
(3 place - value priceless) Here’s how it works. For thel& Valley Open, the individuals
who sell or buy the most ad space dollars for the tourngonegtam, will win one of these
prizes. Ad space will run $50 for business card, $90 for 1/4 g4§6, for 1/2 page and $240
for full page. Inside front cover would be $300 and either sidmok cover would be $275.
A minimum of $500 in sponsorships would be required to qualifjonghie robot. A business
name/logo, info, or a “good luck” SJVO by the purchaser wonlltgsiitute ad content. There
IS no limit as to the number of ads a person can acquuexksS should be made payable to
South Bend TTC and all ads and checks can be given odnail2an Seemiller, PO Box
608, New Carlisle, IN. 46552. Everyone knows someone who ei1es a business or in a
position to authorize the purchase of ad space. We will kegpnang total of results on a
weekly basis and publish them on our club web site andéehislatter. Board members
would be eligible with the exception of coach Seemillerragdelf. If you have questions
please reply to this letter. Good luck...




SeemillerSouth Bend Summer Camp:

(Schedule) June 15-18 and July 13-16. This summer Coach Dan Sdkemwill
host two 4-day training sessions. The daily schedule is12-and 1-4pm. The camp is
open to all levels of play. These summer camps usually aseld out so make your
reservation as soon as possible. If you are interested yoan email Dan at
vseemiller@embargmail.comor call 574 261-4545. Have fun, while improving your
fitness and table tennis game. The camp will be held atli@ Elementary School in
New Carlisle. New Carlisle is 12 miles west of South B&. The camp fee is $345.
Sign up now before it is too late.

Tournament News As Spring approaches so does the 46th Annual Robo-Palug&ih Valley
Open at Holy Cross College on May 1sr & 2nd. The SoettdBl'able Tennis Center has been

holding this event since 1993 along with its' sister etl@iSouth Shore Sports that began in 2004 and
is held in Highland, IN.

These two events provide a significant portion ofrevenue needed to keep a roof over our heads
for the Juniors Program and League Play. The succélsssaf tourneys falls in part to your Board of
Directors and the Tournament Committee for the plapnBut the real credit goes to all of you who
volunteer to make everyting happen, whether it is theguetion of the mailers, loading / unloading of
trucks, facility setup and everything that happens bet\Baémrday AM and Sunday PM during play.
Those are the efforts that allow the juniors tontraider the best coach in the country!!

So Coach and | wanted to say thanks to everyolastalrhursdays League night. In just over 2
hours with all of your help we managed to merge 2 inskitsthem and insert them in
envelopes. Coach had hoped that we would get a littlehaleof the 1400 mailers done - you
managed to get close to 1100 done before we had to pack e fauight. So those 1400 hundred
invites are now on their way to our friends - Gresi!D

So from the Board and the Tournament Committeetaunks for last Thursday and the
support you provide to SBTTC.

The entry blank is also now available on the clwygb site.Entries could be
limited in a few events, so please enter eanyww.sbttc.org

Upcoming Events:

Club members are also planning to hithigbways for a tournament in Carmel, Indiana for the
“‘Monon Center Winter Open” This is a one day event being held March 13. Their hoatesite
follows. http://www.carmelclayparks.com/index.asp?action=programsigEntry blank link is:
http://www.carmelclayparks.com/uploads/TT%20Tourney%20Flyerfu$ is a 2-star tournament
with good prize money. Contact Dan if you need detadaibbttending this event.

Attention: Do you have a web page in need of some visitors? How about teamimgwith
our club web site. We are currently in the process of réesigning the current site into an

up to date; knock your socks off, world-class media communicatn juggernaut. If you

are interested in a banner ad on the front page of this “NewSouth Bend Table Tennis
Club web site let me know. Rumor has it that we will iglude a language interpretation
system with links to clubs around the world, picture andvideo boxes, facebook access, on-
going and updated news-line, club forum, junior page, a linko a second club history site
(75 years worth) just to mention a few components. The prids small yet the potential so
large. | hope to hear from you soon. Space is limited.




Tournament ResultSThe Texas Wesleyan Rams are the six-time defendingidait@ollegiate Table

Tennis Association national champions, making thenp#réect host for some of the nation's top playerg Th
university hosted 18 of the United States' best tahl@isgplayers Friday, all with one goal in mind: makingife
USA for the World Championships in Moscow, May 23-30. Ték&sleyan's Mark Hazinski won the men's
tournament, qualifying for the team. The 24-year-old judefieated Yu Shao, 37, of New York, 7-11, 11-9, 11-7,

11-6, 11-6, in the championship match. This won't be Hez&frst time donning the red, white and blue as he
represented the U.S. in the 2004 Summer Olympics in Atlizreece. "That was an amazing experience,
definitely the highlight of my table tennis careegidsHazinski, who is ranked No. 5 in the U.S. "I got taypl
with the best of the world and see how they compétat Was definitely a lesson for me to learn." Hakisaid it

is an honor to again represent the U.S. "l like togggmt my country and I've never been to Russia, savitiibe
fun,” Hazinski said. By reaching the finals, Shao ajsalified for Team USA for the second consecutive year.
Third-place finisher Peter Li will be the third memloéithe team, with the fourth to be picked by the team'
coaches.

South Bend club member Joe Cochran also competed at Texas Wesleyan University and
came within a couple of points of also making the U.S. Team finishing 7. Joe lost 2 close
matches at 4-3 to Samson Dubina and Niraj Oak. Joe is the current 2 times U-22 Men’s
National Champion.

Mark Hazinski Joe Cochran

Photos courtesy of Jason Denman

Monday: 5p —8p practice at Stanley Clark School
Tuesday: open
NEW  Wednesday: 5p — 8p practice at Stanley Clark
Thursday: 5p - 6:30p practice & ,3€ague night 6:45p — 9:00p
Friday: 5p - 8p practice at Studebaker School




Upcoming Events:

Club members are also planning to hithigbaways for a tournament in Carmel, Indiana for the
“Monon Center Winter Open” This is a one day event being held March 13. Their hoatesite
follows. http://www.carmelclayparks.com/index.asp?action=programsigEntry blank link is:
http://www.carmelclayparks.com/uploads/TT%20Tourney%20Flyerfu$ is a 2-star tournament
with good prize money. Contact Dan if you need detadaibbttending this event.

This newsletter is a relatively new venture for the cl@ur E list is old and will be an ongoing construction
project.If you know of anyone who would be interested in being added, or drat time you
wish to be taken off this list, please let me kndike South Bend TTC has been around a very long
time and hopefully will continue to flourish for manyays to come... Communication is the key to club
growth. This newsletter will inform you as to the ¢tibappenings and hopefully create some interest in our
future. If you have comments, old club memories or@sting table tennis stories you wish to share, please
forward them on to me. Thank you for your interest.

Yours for the Game:

The South Bend Table Tennis Club




