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Welcome  to the past, present and future, of the South Bend Table Tennis Club. This 
issue will include a spotlight on club member Tim VanGurren, an introduction to our 
board of directors, an invite to local juniors and updates on this and that. Mark your 
calender for May 1st and 2nd. The 46th St. Joe Valley Open will showcase some of the top 
talent in the country. If you are not playing, please stop in to be a part of this exciting 
sporting event.  

Meet Tim VanGerwen: 

 Table Tennis is played in more than 100 countries. Some, certainly 
more developed than others. Germany’s program is in a class with 
few members. The German Table Tennis Association (DTTB stands 
for “Deutscher Tischtennis-Bund” in German), founded in 1925, in 
Berlin, has around 650,000 members in approximately 10,000 clubs. 
The estimated number of people playing table tennis in their free is 4 
million. Internationally, the DTTB ranks among the largest members 
of the European Table Tennis Union (ETTU) and the International 
Table Tennis Federation (ITTF), which counts worldwide over 164 
million active players. Located in the western part of the Ruhr Area 
in North Rhine-Westphalia is a city of 500,000 residents called 
Duisburg. At the age of 6, a young Tim Van Gerwen, with the help 
of his mom and stepfather ventured into the local Tischtennis club. 
This initial experience and subsequent training would eventually 
lead Tim to the National Training Center located in Dusseldorf. This 

is where the story begins its connection with South Bend. Tim’s first coach at the NTC was Dirk 
Huber, who also was coach/trainer, of our own head coach, Dan Seemiller.  Dan played in the 
Bundesliga (top league division) during the 1979 season, for a team located in Julich, Germany. When 
Tim decided that he wanted to experience living and playing in the U.S., coach Huber suggested that 
he attend the club “Seemiller is associated with.” Germany’s loss is certainly South Bend’s gain. Tim 
was in the top group of 70 juniors in Germany and achieved State Championship level, while also 
competing in the 4th division of the league system. Since moving to the States Tim has established a 
solid 2360 U.S. rating while entering 7 tournaments, and has amassed an overall match record of 60 
wins and only 16 losses. He went undefeated in 2 of those events. John Steele and his family has been 
so kind in agreeing to be student exchange host for Tim, while also providing son Zach with a built in 
training partner. The South Bend club feels very fortunate to have Tim as a part of our table tennis 
family. Eventually Tim would like to attend college here and represent the United States in 
international competitions. This author has no doubts that this is a very realistic goal. Please join the 
South Bend TTC in welcoming Tim Van Gerwen to our community.     
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� :  Want to Win a new 2050 digital Newgy Robot? (1st 
place - value $800) http://www.newgy.com/p-185-robo-pong-2050.aspx A South Bend 
yearly club membership, (2nd place -  value $200) or a two hour table tennis lesson with 
Coach Seemiller? (3rd place - value priceless) Here’s how it works. For the St. Joe Valley 
Open, the individuals who sell or buy the most ad space dollars for the tournament 
program, will win one of these prizes. Ad space will run $50 for business card, $90 for 
1/4 page, $150 for 1/2 page and $240 for full page. Inside front cover would be $300 and 



either side of back cover would be $275. A minimum of $500 in sponsorships would 
be required to qualifying for the robot. A business name/logo, info, or a “good luck” 
SJVO by the purchaser would constitute ad content. There is no limit as to the number of 
ads a person can acquire. Checks should be made payable to South Bend TTC and all ads 
and checks can be given or mailed to Dan Seemiller, PO Box 608, New Carlisle, IN. 
46552.  Everyone knows someone who either owns a business or in a position to 
authorize the purchase of ad space. We will keep a running total of results on a weekly 
basis and publish them on our club web site and this newsletter. Board members would 
be eligible with the exception of coach Seemiller and myself. If you have questions 
please reply to this letter. Good luck…  

Seemiller/South Bend Summer Camp:    
(Schedule) June 15-18 and July 13-16.  This summer Coach Dan Seemiller will host two 4-day 
training sessions. The daily schedule is 9-12 and 1-4pm. The camp is open to all levels of play. 
These summer camps usually are sold out so make your reservation as soon as possible. If you 
are interested you can email Dan at vseemiller@embarqmail.com or call 574 261-4545. Have 
fun, while improving your fitness and table tennis game. The camp will be held at Olive 
Elementary School in New Carlisle. New Carlisle is 12 miles west of South Bend. The camp fee is 
$345. Sign up now before it is too late.  

Tournament News   As Spring approaches so does the 46th Annual Robo-Pong St Joseph Valley 
Open at Holy Cross College on May 1sr & 2nd.  The South Bend Table Tennis Center has been 
holding this event since 1993 along with its' sister event the South Shore Sports that began in 2004 and 
is held in Highland, IN.  

     These two events provide a significant portion of the revenue needed to keep a roof over our heads 
for the Juniors Program and League Play.  The success of these tourneys falls in part to your Board of 
Directors and the Tournament Committee for the planning.  But the real credit goes to all of you who 
volunteer to make everything happen, whether it is the preparation of the mailers, loading / unloading 
of trucks, facility setup and everything that happens between Saturday AM and Sunday PM during 
play.  Those are the efforts that allow the juniors to train under the best coach in the country!!  

The entry blank is also now available on the clubs web site.  Entries could be 
limited in a few events, so please enter early.  www.sbttc.org   

                             The current club hours are as follows: 
Monday:      5p – 8p   practice at Stanley Clark School 

                                 Tuesday:      open 
                             NEW      Wednesday:  5p – 8p practice at Stanley Clark 

                     Thursday:     5p - 6:30p practice at SCS, league night 6:45p – 9:00p 
                                             Friday:          5p - 8p practice at Studebaker School 

This newsletter is a relatively new venture for the club.  Our E list is old and will be an ongoing 
construction project. If you know of anyone who would be interested in being added, or if at 
any time you wish to be taken off this list, please let me know. The South Bend TTC has been 
around a very long time and hopefully will continue to flourish for many years to come… Communication 
is the key to club growth. This newsletter will inform you as to the club’s happenings and hopefully create 
some interest in our future.  If you have comments, old club memories or interesting table tennis stories you 
wish to share, please forward them on to me. Thank you for your interest. 

Yours for the Game: 

The South Bend Table Tennis Club 
 

 



                 


