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Welcome  to the past, present and future, of the South Bend Table Tennis Club. This 
issue will include a report on club member Mark Hazinski, who is in Moscow, Russia, 
competing in the World Team Championships, as a member of  the U.S.A. National 
Table Tennis Team. We will also take a look at this years 46th St. Joseph Valley Open 
held at Holy Cross College. Once again, our junior team is out and about, representing 
South Bend in regional competitions.  All Aboard…… 

Liebherr 2010 Team World Table Tennis Championships  
Moscow, Russia. May 23-30.  

 
Check out the following link to a welcome from the mayor of Moscow to the world table tennis 
enthusiasts. 
http://www.ittf.com/world_events/wttc_2010/WTTC_Mos cow_2010_Bulletin.pdf  
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The following link is to the official website for the tournament. 
http://www.ittf.com/competitions/competitions2.asp?Competition_ID=1896&category=WTTC 
 Mark Hazinski is the number 1 player on the 44th ranked Men’s U.S Team and find themselves in 
the 2nd division, group F. Teammates include Michael Landers, Peter Li, Yu Shao, and Niraj Oak. 
Countries in this group include, Scotland, Serbia, Nigeria, Turkey and the Netherlands. In the first tie 
vs. Turkey, Mark lost at 8 in the 4th game to Cem Zeng (World Rank 135), with the team losing the 



match 3-0. This same match result (3-0) continued in the next tie with Mark loosing in 3 to Zolt Pete 
from Serbia. Team USA did a little better against Scotland with a 2-3 loss, but a loss is still a loss. 
Mark lost the 5th game in the 5th match to Craig Howieson at 7. Hang in there it will improve. In the 
next tie, Mark gets the team off to a good start with a 5 game victory over Gregor Foerster from the 
Netherlands. Unfortunately Mark falls to Michel Deboer 3-1 in the 4th and final game of the match. 
Yes, the good ol’ U.S. of A is now 0-4. The final tie is against the top team in the group, Nigeria. As 
expected, the U.S. team is defeated in a quick 3-match tie. Mark did not play this time. Team USA 
moves into the 2nd stage of competition, which is a double elimination format, with Thailand our first 
opponent. Mark’s first match is 3-0 victory over Nikom Wongsiri, however this proves to be the only 
victory of the tie. USA moves to the losers bracket with the Netherlands once again the adversary.      
This time Mark and his teammates are ready to roll with Mark once again defeating Mr. Foerster 
and also winning the deciding match against Casper Ter Luun, 11-4, 11-7 and 12-10. Way to go 
Mark!!!!  The next and final opponent will be Bosnia-Herzegovina. Well the results are in and not 
what we were looking for. Unfortunately Team USA didn’t have a strong kick at the end with a 3-1 
loss. (once again Mark did not play) This slots the team into 46th place. Just a little history, this is the 
36th time the U.S. has participated in the Team World Championships, beginning in 1935. The 
United States won the Men’s division in 1937 and the Woman’s Team, twice in 37’ and 49’. To sum 
up the USA’s total World Championships we have 2 Woman’s Singles (Ruth Ahrens), 3 Men’s 
Doubles (with Indiana’s Jimmy McClure), 2 Mixed Doubles and the 3 Team Champions. In 
comparison, China has 114, Hungary 68, and Japan 47. South Bend’s Mark Hazinski has 
represented the U.S. in 4 team events, held in Guangzhou, China (08’), Breman, Germany (06’), 
Doha, Qatar (04’) and this current event in Moscow. Mark also has competed in the World’s 
individual events in Osaka, Japan (01’); Paris, France (03’); Zagreb, Croatia (07’) and the 2004 
Olympic Games held in Athens, Greece. Mark should be commended for his efforts of giving his 
utmost effort and always showing class and sportsmanship. This tradition is a South Bend 
trademark, which had its beginnings, also back in 1935. Other South Bend players who have 
represented the U.S. in world competitions include Betty Henry, Sherry (Krizman) Wilson, Gordon 
Barclay, Joe Cochran, A.J. Brewer, Dan Seemiller Jr. and our coach Dan Seemiller….. 
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  Once again it was “play ball” for ping-pong enthusiasts in South Bend. 140 entrants vied for $4000 and 
a slew of pots and pans (trophies). The Lindenwood College Table Tennis Team came out as the big 
winners this year. In the Open, Lindenwood’s Jose Barbosa defeated Dan Seemiller at 6 in the 7th game. 
Danny almost had the match in hand a couple of times, but to his credit Jose kept the match going with 

some high speed slap shots just at 
the right time. Mr. Barbosa then 
teamed with Andre Irigoyen to win 
the Open Doubles, over a 2nd 
Lindenwood team of 
Rocha/Yamazato. In the U-2500’s, 
a reverse of fortune, with Danny 
upending Barbosas domanence, 
with a hard fought 3-2 win. In some 
other interesting events, the O-50 
category was lassoed by longtime 
attendee Tom Dannenfelser with a 
win over a determined Ed Mercier. 
The O-40’s had Dave Sakai 
defaulting to Rick Seemiller due to 
cramping. (man, David sure can 

sweat, but always the competitor) South Bend club junior Brian Brzycki had a great tournament by 
winning the U-1500 and taking the runners-up trophy in the U-1625. The hit of the show, was a junior 
from Illinois, Michael Tran. Master Tran kept an always, abundant crowd in awe, match after match with 
an incredibly consistent loop attack game. This high level of play seemed to surprise one opponent after 
another. Believe me, you will be seeing a lot of this very talented youngster in the  future. A highlight film 
extravaganza, to be sure, was a match that had 2350 rated Chip Coulter defeating Paulo Rocha, who 
was the top rated player (2525) in this years tournament. South Bend members Erik Malling took 2nd in 
the U-1200 and Brittany Baer came close to beating Jon Hoppen in the finals of the U-800 rated event. 
Club junior David Trykall had a good showing with a runners-up award in the U-18 age event and ditto 
while teaming with Eric Arnett in the U-3500 doubles. This year’s facility at Holy Cross College was top 
notch.  We had excellent news coverage this year with all 4 local TV stations in attendance. Check out 
the club’s website for complete results and a mirage of photos taken by Club Photographer Jason 
Denman. I understand the lighting was perfect for ping-pong action photos. 
 
 http://www.sbttc.org/Web%20Pages/2010%20R-P%20SJVO/2010-06-03_R-P_SJVO_Page02.html 
 
                         

                         
 
                                Open Singles and Doubles Winner Jose Barbosa 

 



Tournament News   South Bend represented itself well in the 2010 Indiana State Closed 
Championships held at the Indianapolis TTC. We wish to thank Robert and Josie Clyde for there, as 
always friendly and inviting hospitality. Congratulations to Stephen Clyde for his win over Dan 
Seemiller Jr. in the Open Singles event. To follow are the full results… 

 

 

   The South Bend Club Team also ventured to Davison Michigan for a 3 star tournament. 
Dan  Seemiller Jr. won the U-2350 event and then proceeded to finish 4th in the Open Division. 
He collected  $500 for his efforts. Joe Cochran battled to a close 2nd finish to former Olympic 
Silver Medalist Ilia Lupulesku and earned a respectable $400. Joey has been representing our 
club for a very long time, and always has tremendous success and promotes the excellent 
sportsmanship taught at the S.B. club. Bravo Joe Cochran. Long time South Bend team member 
Andre Khailo participated and achieved a 3rd place result in the under 2100 event. Not an easy 
feat to be sure. Congratulations to all participants…. 
 

Breaking News   

This is a post from Ed Hogshead regarding the 2010 America’s Team Championships held in Rochester, 

MN.   Check the Rockford website for complete results ….              www.rockfordttc.com  

Hi all - One cannot understate the importance of volunteers and local support at larger 

tournaments!  Thank you to the Rochester Amateur Sports Commission and the Rochester Table 

Tennis Club.  Also thank you to Killerspin and RoboPong! 



Even with a 35% increase in the number of teams, all rounds finished either on time or ahead of 

schedule.  It is great to be able to expand the venue as needed to accomodate a larger number of 

teams.  Nearly every round had 2 complete tables for each team match. 

The winners of Division One of the Inaugural America's Team Championships is Spumoni 

(Barney Reed Jr, Michael Hyatt, and Rocky Wang).  Second place went to South 

Bend TTC with Joey Cochran, Stephen Clyde, and Daniel Seemiller Jr. 

“Way to go South Bend” 

 
                            

                              The current club hours are as follows: 
                                             Monday:      5p – 8p   suspended for summer 

                                 Tuesday:      open 
                                             Wednesday:  5p – 8p suspended for summer 
                                             Thursday:     6:45 – 9:00p  league night                                        
                                             Friday:          5p - 8p   suspended for summer 

This newsletter is a relatively new venture for the club.  Our E list is old and will be an ongoing 
construction project. If you know of anyone who would be interested in being added, or if at 
any time you wish to be taken off this list, please let me know. The South Bend TTC has been 
around a very long time and hopefully will continue to flourish for many years to come… Communication 
is the key to club growth. This newsletter will inform you as to the club’s happenings and hopefully create 
some interest in our future.  If you have comments, old club memories or interesting table tennis stories you 
wish to share, please forward them on to me. Thank you for your interest. 

 

��������� �!�"�#������$�� ��������� �!�"�#������$�� ��������� �!�"�#������$�� ��������� �!�"�#������$�� .    One of the biggest issues a club is faced 
with is how to keep current players involved with the club for an extended period of time. 
Players compete for a year or two, then for whatever reason take a break. What normally 
happens next is when these individuals resume playing; his or her skill level of play has 
deteriorated from previous levels. Then, after loosing to fellow competitors, that at one time 
were easy conquests, frustration sets in and another break in playing follows. Over time, a 
club’s roster has a constant retention problem.  How do we keep players from leaving ??? 
 
Please E-mail me your solutions/suggestions. I will post responses in the next issue. Thank 
you in advance for your participation…   bradsbttc@yahoo.com       

 
Yours for the Game: 

The South Bend Table Tennis Club 
 

 
                 


