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June 21, 2010 
 

                                                                          
Special Edition: U.S. Open in Grand Rapids, Michigan 

June 28th - July 3rd 
Welcome  to the voice of the past, present and future of the South Bend Table Tennis Club. This issue 

will focus on the upcoming 2010 United States Open, which will be held in Grand Rapids, Michigan and also 
include a bit of Open history. Check out the official web site.  http://www.usatt.org/events/2010_usopen/ .  
Don’t forget league night continues every Thursday evening at Stanley Clark School. If you have not played 
in a while, now is the time to dust off the paddle and join us. Club opens at 5:30p with competition starting at 
6:45p. Weekly results can be viewed on the clubs web site. http://www.sbttc.org/index.html 

                                        
 

 
We want to wish all participating South Bend Club members Good 

Luck in this year’s Open. Those playing include: 
 

Coach Dan Seemiler ** Mark Hazinski ** Joe Cochran 
Tim Van Gerwen ** Dan Seemiller Jr. ** Stephen Clyde 

Nate Troyer ** Brian Brzycki ** David Trykall  
John Fioretti ** Zach Steele **  Robert Sabo 

and also someone we consider part of our club, Mark Nordby. 
 

A special note: Long time club board member Jason Denman will once again represent South Bend 
TTC in providing assistance at the tournament control desk.  Jason’s experience and expertise in 
running many National Table Tennis events date back to Bill Hornyak’s famous Michigan City 
Duneland tournaments in the late 70’s.  I’m sure he will keep this years Open running smoothly and on 
time…  
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Men's Singles 
2009 Thomas Keinath 
2008 Chen Weixing AUT 
2007 Aleksandar Karakasevic SRB 
2006 Aleksandar Karakasevic YUG 
2005 Oh Sang Eun KOR 
2004 Ryu Seung Min KOR 
2003 Aleksandar Karakasevic YUG 
2002 Ma Lin CHN 
2001 Liu Guozheng CHN 
2000 Wang Liqin CHN 
1999 Chiang Peng-Lung TPE 
1998 Jean-Michel Saive BEL 
1997 Kong Linghui CHN 
1996 Vasile Florea ROM 
1995 Liu Guoliang CHN 
1994 Kong Linghui CHN 
1993 Cheng Yinghua USA 
1992 Johnny Huang CAN 
1991 Zoran Primorac YUG 
1990 Jan-Ove Waldner SWE 
1989 Jean-Michel Saive BEL 
1988 Jean-Philippe Gatien FRA 
1987 Mikael Appelgren SWE 
1986 Teng Yi CHN 
1985 Cheng Yinghua CHN 
1984 Wen-Chia Wu TPE 
1983 Eric Boggan USA 
1982 Zoran Kosanovic CAN 
1981 Xie Saikie CHN 
1980 Mikael Appelgren SWE 
1979 Milan Orlowski CZE 
1978 Norio Takashima JPN 
1977 Jochen Leiss GER 
1976 Dragutin Surbek YUG 
1975 Kjell Johansson SWE 
1974 Kjell Johansson SWE 
1973 Dal Joon Lee USA 
1972 Dal Joon Lee USA 
1971 Dal Joon Lee USA 
1970 Dal Joon Lee USA 
1969 Dal Joon Lee USA 
 

1968 Dal Joon Lee USA 
1967 M. Fukushima JPN 
1966 Bernie Bukiet USA 
1965 Erwin Klein USA 
1964 Erwin Klein USA 
1963 Bernie Bukiet USA 
1962 Dick Miles USA 
1961 Erwin Klein USA 
1960 Marty Reisman USA 
1959 Bob Gusikoff USA 
1958 Marty Reisman USA 
1957 Bernie Bukiet USA 
1956 Erwin Klein USA 
1955 Dick Miles USA 
1954 Dick Miles USA 
1953 Dick Miles USA 
1952 Lou Pagliaro USA 
1951 Dick Miles USA 
1950 Johnny Leach ENG 
1949 Dick Miles USA 
1948 Dick Miles USA 
1947 Dick Miles USA 
1946 Dick Miles USA 
1945 Dick Miles USA 
1944 John Somael USA 
1943 W. Holzrichter USA 
1942 Lou Pagliaro USA 
1941 Lou Pagliaro USA 
1940 Lou Pagliaro USA 
1939 Jimmy McClure USA 
1938 Laszlo Bellak HUN 
1937 Laszlo Bellak HUN 
1936 Victor Barna HUN 
1935 Abe Berenbaum USA 
1934 Jimmy McClure USA (APPA) 
1934 Sol Schiff USA US(USTTA) 
1933 James Jacobson USA (APPA) 
1933 Sidney Heitner USA (NYTTA) 
1932 Coleman Clark A (APPA) 
1932 Marcus Schussheim USA 
(NYTTA) 
1931 Marcus Schussheim USA 

Women' Singles 
2009 Gao Jun USA 
2008 Gao Jun USA 
2007 Yuka Shiosara 
2006 Zhang Mo CAN 
2005 Li Jia Wei SIN 
2004 Li Jia Wei SIN  
2003 Aya Umemura JPN  
2002 Zhang Yining CHN  
2001 Niu Jianfeng CHN 
2000 Wang Nan CHN 
1999 Xia Lian Ni LUX 
1998 Xia Lian Ni LUX 
1997 Wang Nan CHN 
1996 Eun Sil Lee KOR 
1995 Lijuan Geng CAN 
1994 Gao Jun CHN 
1993 Chen Jing TPE 
1992 Csilla Batorfi HUN 
1991 Hong Qiao CHN 
1990 Deng Yaping CHN 
1989 Jin Xu CHN 
1988 Jin Xu CHN 
1987 Young Ja Yang KOR 
1986 Wanhua Xu CHN 
1985 Lie Huifen CHN 
1984 K. Kawahigashi JPN 
1983 Lee Soo Ja USA 
1982 K. Kawahigashi JPN 
1981 Tong Ling CHN 
1980 K. Kawahigashi JPN 
1979 Lee Ki Won KOR 
1978 Hong Ja Park KOR 
1977 Insook Bhushan USA 
1976 Ki Soon Ok KOR 
1975 C. Huyn Sook KOR 
1974 Yukie Ohzeki JPN 
1973 Violetta Nesukaitis CAN 
1972 Wendy Hicks USA 
1971 Connie Sweeris USA 
1970 Violetta Nesukaitis CAN 
1969 Patty Martinez USA 
 

 
1968 Violetta Nesukaitis CAN 
1967 Patty Martinez USA 
1966 Violetta Nesukaitis CAN 
1965 Patty Martinez USA 
1964 Valeri Bellini USA 
1963 Bernice Chotras USA 
1962 Mildred Shahian USA 
1961 Leah Neuberger USA 
1960 Sharon Acton USA 
1959 Susie Hoshi USA 
1958 Susie Hoshi USA 
1957 Leah Neuberger USA 
1956 Leah Neuberger USA 
1955 Leah Neuberger USA 
1954 Mildred Shahian USA 
1953 Leah Neuberger USA 
1952 Leah Neuberger USA 
1951 Leah Neuberger USA 
1950 Reba Moness USA 
1949 Leah Neuberger USA 
1948 Peggy McLean USA 
1947 Leah Thall USA 
1946 Bernice Charney USA 
1945 D. Hawthorne USA 
1944 Sally Green USA 
1943 Sally Green USA 
1942 Sally Green USA 
1941 Sally Green USA 
1940 Sally Green USA 
1939 Emily Fuller USA 
1938 Emily Fuller USA 
1937 Ruth Aarons USA 
1936 Ruth Aarons USA 
1935 Ruth Aarons USA 
1934 Ruth Aarons USA 
(APPA) 
1934 Iris Little USA (USTTA) 
1933 Jay Purves USA (APPA) 
1933 Fan Pockrose USA 
(NYTTA)  

 
         
 

      
 



    The Open has a long history with certainly a 
who’s who in table tennis history, for the U. S., as well 
as the entire World. You may not realize it, but in one of 
those years listed above (57’) the venue just happened 
to be, yes, get ready for it, here it comes, South Bend, 
Indiana. Surprised?  I know your not. Maybe just a bit 
tired of my constant references to our club and city, 
however it is the club’s newsletter. So there you go.  
USTTA Hall of Famers Bernie Bukiet and Leah 
Neuberger won the Men’s and Woman’s divisions. That 
year the tournament was held at the Old YMCA on the 
corner of Main and Wayne Streets in downtown S.B.  
To follow is USTTA Historian Tim Boggan’s write up in 
his History of Table Tennis, Vol.III, Chapter XXII. If you 
are interested in purchasing any or all of Tim’s books 
he can be contacted at  timboggan@aol.com  

No sooner did the U.S. Team members arrive back in the States than they 
all headed for the Apr. 12-14 National’s at South Bend. The site of course 
was Tournament Chair John Varga’s Academy—that is, the Y—with 6 tables in the Large Gym, 5 in the Small Gym, and practice 
tables in the T.T. Club rooms. Chief of Operations was Jack Dale, assisted by both Tournament Treasurer John Flanagan and Jimmy 
McClure, who provided all the balls, tables, nets and standards. Prior to play in the 14 events, Technical Supervisor Leo Bernat—
who next season would become President of the Minnesota TTA replacing this year’s “Outstanding Official” Jim Gainsley—was up 
almost all night making barriers for the courts. Since umpires were always a problem at U.S. Opens—this one had about 240 
entries—anyone who umpired 10 matches would receive a “special remembrance.” 

  In the Men’s, on one side of the Draw, Defending Champion Erwin Klein, now 18, reached the final, but showed he didn’t have 
much teeth in his game. In the 8th’s, he was down 2-1 to Marcy Monasterial, and in the semi’s had to go 18 in the 5th to get by 16-
year-old Mike Ralston, a student at N.Y.’s Fordham Prep. Mike struggled through 5-game matches with Forest Milbourn, now at 
Western Michigan University at Kalamazoo, Chuck Burns, and Andreas Gal; Burns ousted Hazi; and Gal with his oversized sponge 
bat upset Van de Walle in 5. Allan Levy, whom Erwin beat in the quarter’s, was twice forced into the 5th—against Louisville’s 
Benny Helm, then in a tight 19 finish against Schiff. 

 Bukiet, playing with pimpled sponge rather than the 6-ounce hard rubber Hock he’d used last year, also advanced to the final, 
dropping only one game—to Reisman in the semi’s. Alas, too late, Marty said he’d learned a ”secret” with this loss. Ever after, said 
Marty, “I played my whole game into Bernie’s backhand”—and, poof, as if by fast-hands magic, away went all the chaos. “He was 
never able to play me after that.”  

On this side of the Draw, matches of most interest were: Reisman over Prager, 19 in the 4th, after the latter Marty-look-alike had 
outsteadied Barry Michelman; Eddie Brennan over 15-year-old Californian Bobby Parker; Gusikoff 19 in the 5th over a “hot” Bill 
Guilfoil; Billy Holzrichter (from down 2-0 and at 22-all in the 3rd) over Tom Abellera; Louie Lancer over Gordon Barclay; and 
Bobby Fields (predicted earlier by Austin Finkenbinder to “upset top men’s competition”) over both Keith Porter and, earlier, Tibor 
Back, from down double-match-point in the 5th. 

 Newspaper reporters saw to it that the results of matches were printed, but there seem to have been no stories on players—except 
for one. That was photographer Zoltan Nagy, now playing out of Bethlehem, PA but formerly “an escapee [from Hungary] via an 
Austrian refugee camp following the Hungarian Revolution.” As a result of an explosion some years earlier, Nagy has “no hands, 
yet plays capably with a paddle strapped to his arm.” He was beaten –20, 16, -19, -17 by Royal Oak, Michigan boy, Doug Andre. 

 The final featured a replay of last year’s—but with far different results. After the match was tied 1-1 in games, Bukiet allowed 
Klein only 28 more points. Bernie wouldn’t be lying awake in agony tonight. He was the new National Champion—and entitled to 
all the perks that went with it.  

Women’s Singles  



Leah Neuberger won her 8th U.S. Open Women’s Singles Championship, losing only one game, in the quarter’s—to 16-year-old 
Sharon Acton’s “devastating attack from both wings.” Millie Shahian, who’d won 
the title in ’54, was runner-up for the 3rd year in a row after quelling a semi’s 
challenge from Valleri Smith. Also at the center of the action were the South Bend 
Juniors. Sherri beat Phyllis Stern in 5, then lost a feisty 19, -16, -19, -18 quarter’s 
match to Peggy Ichkoff—not too bad a showing. But Carolee Liechty might well 
have drawn a blank when it came to remembering her 18, 16, -15, -20, -19 loss to 
Milwaukee’s Carrol Jaeger. Marianne Bessinger took the Consolation’s from 
Connie Warren.  

Senior’s/Junior’s Singles 

 The Senior’s final was just what the doctor ordered: Andreas Gal defeated 
Tibor Hazi to win his first U.S. Open Championship. Gal, I want to point out, was 
again doing his sponge number on Sempeles when to Gus’s ear and heart must 
have come, as to Greek hero Ulysses, the word “Courage,” for their last game was 
deuce. Since Hazi has periodically been and for the next half dozen years will 
continue to be one of the favorites to win this event, let’s have a hand, too, for 
Gene Wilson whose trip East was made so competitively worthwhile by his 5-game 
quarter’s struggle with Tibor.  

Quite a record Bill Gunn has in the Esquire’s. This makes his 5th straight final in 
the event, and, with his win over Ernest DeVos, his fourth Championship. 

Lots of Juniors entered—by my count, 44—but not Dave Hursh who’d win the 16-17 Division at the May “All American” Junior 
Championships. Many entries, including Hursh, had participated in the 19-team Junior Team Championships held at Chicago’s Net 
& Paddle Club the month before (indeed, Dave had  been crowned “King” with Sue Shipman as “Queen”).  

Klein successfully defended his U.S. Open Junior Championship—repeatedly stopped Van de Walle’s 19, 19, 17 threat in the final. 
I was surprised to read—I don’t know if it’s true or not—that Norby, now a Lane Tech High School Sophomore, was a “former 
[presumably local?] ice skating and sprint champion.” Though Erwin lost only one inconsequential game—to an otherwise 
outclassed Michelman—he had 18, 25, 20 prolonged trouble with K.C.’s Will Stansberry. Ralston’s matches were of course worth 
watching—he beat South Bend St. Joseph High’s Kromkowski, 23-21 in the 4th, and lost to Van de Walle in the semi’s, -21, -19, -
19. But perhaps the Junior match the spectators most focused on—at least for three games—was the –19, 22, -11, 11, 13 one Norby 
looked like he could have lost to Bobby Fields. 

Not surprisingly, with past winners and runner-ups moving up to the Junior’s, Stansberry, last year’s semifinalist to Ralston, had 
control of the Boys’. His final opponent was Steve Weiss, perhaps not yet turned teenager, who’d beaten Sandy Gerlock deuce in 
the 5th in the semi’s after Gerlock (he’d be runner-up to Bill Lewin in the 14-15 Division in the May “All American”) had found 5-
game ways to advance over Clark Goldstein and Doug Andre. 

Wow—five in a row for Sherri Krizman, Junior Miss Champ non pareil, and, as a 16-year-old  South Bend Central High Junior, she 
still has another year of eligibility left. (I’d read, by the way, that, at one of these big tournaments, the organizers, as if they’d had 
hassles in the past, insisted that the entry form for any Junior “must bear parents’ affidavit of correct age.”) This year’s runner-up 
was Sharon Acton who—fair warning—will be back next year. Milwaukee’s Jean Veit did well to reach the semi’s with 5-game 
wins over Harriet Benson and Josie Burnett (later 1st in the 16-17 Division at the May “All American”).   

Doubles Play 

 Holzrichter, who’d lost to Reisman in 4 in the Singles, was playing what would turn out to be his last U.S. Open. Van de Walle, 
surprising Billy whom he’d beaten in 5 in the 1956 St. Joe semi’s, asked if he’d play Men’s Doubles with him. “Norby,’ Billy says, 
“I don’t want to hurt your chances. You know I haven’t been playing.” But Norby thinks Billy is the best partner he can find. In the 
quarter’s they’re scheduled to play Hazi/Chuck Burns. But where are Hazi and Burns? Who knows? Who cares? They’re an hour 
late for the match. But, no, don’t default them, says Billy. He doesn’t want to hurt their chances either….Or does he? They show—
and he and Norby beat them 18 in the 4th. Now in the semi’s, against Reisman and the one-armed, single-minded Monasterial, Billy 
and Norby are down 2-0 and at deuce in the 3rd…but win in 5. And finally, after Hungarian emigrants Tibor Back and Andreas Gal 
eliminate the favorites, Bukiet and Klein, in 5, they too fall victim to Holzrichter and Van de Walle. Perhaps for Billy then, this last 
U.S. Open Championship is the Grand Slam sweetest? 

 In Women’s Doubles, only two teams can win—or, rather one of those two teams. This time it’s Californians Acton/Smith in 5 
over Defending Champs Neuberger/Shahian. Having a fun time before getting clobbered in the semi’s by Leah/Millie was the 
Omaha team of Connie Clausen/Nancy Will. They survived two 5-game matches against Jaeger/Bessinger and Ichkoff/Betty Levy. 



 In the Mixed final, Schiff/Neuberger successfully defended their title against Gusikoff/Shahian who reached the final via a 
dramatic 25-23 in the 5th semi’s win over Fields/Smith. The Champs lost only one game—to Monasterial and Mona Buell, winner 
of the George Ferris Memorial Trophy. Van de Walle/Krizman were the other semifinalists by virtue of their 24-22 in the 4th 
advance over Reisman/Bessinger who barely slipped by Barclay/Zimmerman, 19 in the 5th. Likely Barclay’s play in this match, and 
the fact that his career was coming to an end here in the Y that had nurtured him, earned him the “Outstanding Player” Award. 

 The Senior Doubles final was fought between the two best teams—with Hazi/Fran Delaney –20, 8, 21, 13 getting the 3rd-game 
momentum to beat Gal/Bill Gunn. 

 Junior Doubles provided a popular hometown win—Milbourn, Individual winner at the March Junior Team’s, paired with 
Kromkowski to take the title from New Yorkers Michelman and Joey Walsh. Both finalists were pressed in the semi’s: the winners 
by Steve Weiss and teen actor Stuffy Singer who plays Alexander Bumstead on the TV “Blondie” series; the runner-ups by Fred 
Chareton and Jerry Kruskie who, along with Vince Militante and Leo Griner, posted strong records at the Junior Teams.  

 In the Junior Mixed final, Ralston teamed with 15-year-old Glen Ellyn High School Freshman Jackie Koehnke to 20, -16, 20, 14 
win the deciding close ones from Kromkowski/Krizman. Koehnke, rivaling her older sister Sharon’s past successes, had won both 
the Girls Team (with Burnett) and Individual honors in March in Chicago 
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This article was published in the S.B. YMCA’s monthly newsletter called the Triangle. This 
issue came out in the summer of 57’ 

 



                                                                The current club hours are as follows: 

                                                 Monday:      summer break    
                                                 Tuesday:      open 
                                                 Wednesday:  summer break 

                       Thursday:     5:30 - 6:30p practice at SCS, league night 6:45p – 9:00p 
                                                 Friday:          summer break                     

 
This newsletter is a relatively new venture for the club. Our E list is old and will be an ongoing construction 
project. If you know of anyone who would be interested in being added, or if at any time you wish to be 
taken off this list, please let me know. The South Bend TTC has been around a very long time and hopefully 
will continue to flourish for many years to come… Communication is the key to club growth. This newsletter 
will inform you as to the club’s happenings and hopefully create some interest in our future.  If you have 
comments, old club memories or interesting table tennis stories you wish to share, please forward them on to 
me. Thank you for your interest. 

 
      Yours for the Game; 
     South Bend Table Tennis Club 
 
 

 
                 


